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"The answer is in the question" - Lao Tzu 

Use the following questions to stimulate discussion, raise awareness, and 
increase the future-fitness of your organization: 

 

1. How can democracies balance the need for national security with the 
protection of individual privacy and civil liberties, particularly in the era 
of mass surveillance and data collection? 
 
 

2. In an increasingly globalized world, what challenges do democracies face 
in maintaining their sovereignty and principles while engaging in 
partnerships and trade with autocratic regimes? 

 

3. How would society adapt to the potential extinction of traditional 
employment due to advances in AI and automation, and what 
alternative economic models or social structures could emerge to 
provide a sense of purpose and well-being for all? 

 

4. What if humanity were to discover a way to tap into an unlimited source 
of energy, and how would this change our economy and way of life? 

 



5. What might happen if humans were able to communicate with animals, 
and how would this change our understanding of the natural world and 
our place in it? 
 
 

6. As genetic engineering and synthetic biology advance, how might society 
grapple with the ethical implications of creating entirely new species or 
drastically altering existing ones for purposes like companionship, 
labour, or even warfare? 

 

7. In a world where virtual reality becomes indistinguishable from the 
physical world, how would society handle the potential consequences of 
individuals choosing to abandon their physical lives to exist solely in 
virtual environments? 
 
 

8. As advances in artificial intelligence lead to the creation of sentient 
machines with their own desires and motivations, how should society 
approach the question of granting rights and legal protections to these 
non-human entities? 
 
 

9. If humans develop the ability to transfer their consciousness into cloned 
or synthetic bodies, how might this impact the concepts of identity, 
mortality, and social hierarchies based on age, appearance, or physical 
abilities? 
 
 

10.   How would society address the ethical implications of mind-reading 
technology, balancing the potential benefits for communication and 
understanding with concerns about privacy, consent, and potential 
misuse? 
 
 

11.   If humans develop the ability to edit memories, either to erase 
traumatic experiences or implant false ones, what ethical concerns 
might arise surrounding consent, identity, and the potential for 
manipulation and control?  



 
 

12.   What could happen if an advanced alien civilization were to make 
contact with Earth, and how would humanity react to the knowledge 
that we are not alone in the universe? 

 

13.   How would society handle the creation of time travel technology and 
the potential for altering historical events or causing paradoxes? 

 

14.   How would society deal with the implications of discovering that our 
reality is actually a simulation, and what impact would this have on our 
understanding of consciousness and existence? 
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